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Question
Page 

Number
Answer

What words and phrases does the 
author use to make Phillips seem 
like a real newsman?  What do 
these words and phrases mean in 
this context?

177

What was Wilmuth listening to on 
the radio?
Why might that be important to the 
story?

177

Wilmuth says he was “listening to
the radio kinda halfways.”
What do you think he means?
What clues are there?

178

Using text evidence, what can you 
infer from what Wilmuth is saying?

179

What things in the illustration are 
described in the text?
What things are not described in the 
text?

179

How does the dialogue help you 
picture the setting of the play?

180

How does the illustration reflect 
the time period in which the play 
takes place?

180



Question
Page 

Number
Answer

What is Professor Pierson trying to 
figure out?
What argument does Professor 
Pierson make for why the cylinder 
might be a meteor?
What argument does Pierson give for 
why the cylinder might not be a 
meteor?
What does this tell you about the 
object?

181

Phillips uses the word terrific to 
describe what is happening when he 
is on the air. Do you think he intends 
the meaning very good or causing 
terror?  
What words might other people at 
the scene use to describe what is 
happening?

182

Look at the speeches by the 
character named Voices. Whose
voices are saying these lines?

182

How does the illustration match up 
with the description in the text?

183

Why do you think the author adds 
Announcer Two to the cast?

184

What does Phillips mean when he 
says “Am I on?” Why do you think 
the author includes this phrase?

184

What is a “flag of truce”? What
problem might there be with using 
this symbol?

184

What do you infer from the last 
paragraph and the stage direction 
that follows?

185


